
Final Project 
“Mythical Media: Networked Creatures” 
 
 
Part A: Create a social media account for a mythical creature. 
 
In doing so, you should consider 
 

1. What are characteristics of the creature that would be important to their social media 
account?  
What is their daily life like? Are they a student or worker (what sort?)? Do they live 
alone, with family, with friends?  
What is their access to social media? What affordances are important to the ways they 
use particular media? 
Who are the connected to (family, friends, strangers, colleagues, etc.)? How does this 
relate to their offline relationships? 
What sorts of social or family obligations do they have? How might this affect their 
posting? 
Where do they post from? When do they have time to post?  
What other sorts of media do they use or consume? 
What is their educational level? 
What sorts of individual and/or collective identitifications are important? 
What sorts of gender or sexuality identifications are important to them? 
What are their hopes, fears, and values? 
What is their socioeconomic class? What sorts of social or cultural capital do they have 
access to? 
What is their political stance? 
What sorts of aesthetics are important to them? Why?  
Are they more individually or collectively oriented? 
What topics are important to this creature – why? Think in terms of history, local, 
regional, and national (or global) positionality (are they an activist for mythical creature 
rights? Do they feel that conservative politics better represent their interests, such as 
“Make Myths Great Again?” 
 

2. Consider the norms of the platform. Relying on the interviews you have conducted about 
your chosen platform, consider: 
In what ways do they conform to norms-and to which sets of norms? 
In what ways do they not conform? 
How might they challenge or shift the norms? 
 

3. What do they do on the platform?  
Do they post: Text, Images, Memes, Links, Audio, Video? What is original to them and 
what is “shared”? 
What genre is this content: news, fake news, humor, sentimental stuff, religious posts, 
moralizing posts, political ‘propaganda,’ activist posts 
How is this related to who they are connected to? 



4. How might they serve as an audience for other accounts (you don’t need to actually do 
this with the account, but think about how they might)? 
 

5. Think carefully about Erin Taylor’s paper “Curation of the Self in the Age of the 
Internet” 

 
6. Also, think carefully about the methods of analysis we’ve used: Critical Discourse 

Analysis, “Processing,” Image Analysis (including “indirect indexicality”), Audience 
Reception Analysis, as well as our discussions on parody (including Geertz’s notions of 
twitching, winking, parodying & practicing of winking) and ritual (in reference to the 
Olympics). Use these methods “in reverse,” and particularly Encoding/Decoding to think 
about what meaning the creature is trying to create through their posts, and how might 
their intended audience interpret or react (in particular, thinking about CDA, what sorts 
of ideologies would the creature be drawing upon—both consciously and 
un/subconsciously?) 

 
 
Part B: Write a paper explaining the social media account 
 
Consider who your creature is (see question 1), and how this affects their social media account. 
You may make as many posts as you like, but choose 4 to explain in detail in the paper (about 1 
page each). How do these posts relate to “who this creature is” and norms of the platform? In 
particular, make reference to Taylor and the way this creature is curating their account to present 
themselves in a particular way (again, both consciously and unconsciously). I think the paper 
should be about 6-8 pages (taking into account these are co-written), but this is negotiable. 
 
 
 


